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Unite to defeat the fascist BNP

John Campbell, Chair, Yorkshire & the
Humber Unite Against Fascism

he election of two fascist

MEPs is the biggest

electoral breakthrough

in the history of British
fascism.

The 2009 election result is the
latest example of a relentless

rise in the BNP’s vote.In the 1999
European elections the BNP won
100,000 votes.In 2004 they won
over 800,000 votes. This year it won
nearly 1 million.

This advance by the BNP will boost
its attempt to establish itself as
legitimate, national party like similar
parties across Europe. During and
following the election the process of
normalisation of a fascist party has
increased.

It is not enough to dismiss the BNP
as a temporary protest vote. It is part
of a wave of European fascism.

We have to continuously expose the
BNP’s claims to be a normal political
party.In fact they are 21st century
Nazis dedicated to achieving an
‘all-white’ Britain, by crushing the
trade union movement and the
destruction of democracy.

We also have to remind people that
the BNP attempts to exploit and
deepen racism.

During the campaign Nick Griffin
made a deliberate decision to
harden the BNP’s racist vote when
he said that all black and Asian
people should be described as ‘racial
foreigners’to be ‘repatriated.’

The recent Yougov poll on the

attitudes of more than 30,000 voters
in the European elections makes it

clear that it is racism which is the
key motivator for people to vote
BNP. Although it also indicated
worrying levels of racism in the
general population.

Almost half of BNP supporters
thought that employers should
discriminate on grounds of race in
favour of white people.72% of BNP
supporters wanted the government
to encourage voluntary
repatriation.

The majority of voters for every
other party agree with the
statement that ‘Non-white British
citizens born in this country are just
as British as white citizens born in
this country), whereas, only 35% of
BNP voters agreed.

Large majorities of every other
party’s supporters agreed that there
was no difference in intelligence
between black and white people,
whereas, only 41% of BNP voters did.

To isolate and defeat the BNP we
need a united anti fascist movement
with an alliance of the trade union
movement and the black and Asian
communities at its heart. Any other
approach will weaken the campaign
to stop the BNP.

If the anti-fascist movement is to
succeed it must consistently defend
our diverse, multicultural society,
challenge any concessions to
racism and all attempts to appease
the BNP’s agenda on matters like
immigration.

Nobody should use the BNP result
as an excuse to make concessions to
racism.That is exactly the approach
which has helped them get this

far and it would help to get them
further.

The BNP are opportunists. More
recently they have attempted

to exploit the fear and despair
caused by the recession by using
the slogan ‘British jobs for British
workers. They attempt to shift
the blame for the recession away
from the real cause — the failure
of neo liberalism and financial
deregulation.

It is vital that the labour movement
put forward policies which meet
the needs of working class people.

Since election-day UAF has been at
the forefront of the protests by trade
unionists and others against the
fascists. As a result the anti fascist
message has reached millions of
people.

Our recent regional rally and march
in Leeds attracted six hundred
people from all walks of life,
demonstrating the breadth of the
opposition to the BNP.

Our campaign tactics are completely
flexible.In UAF we judge our
activities by what works. We will
continue to campaign with local
communities, trade unions, the
LGBT community, students and

faith groups; to organise rallies

and protests; to challenge the

racist myths which feed the BNP;

to distribute leaflets exposing the
BNP’s fascism; produce briefings and
interviews for the media and much
more besides.

We now have a very serious
challenge on our hands.The BNP
can be isolated and defeated, but
it will require a united anti-fascist
movement which consistently
challenges racism and all forms of
bigotry if we are to succeed.

For the latest updates on local by-elections and other UAF campaigns please log on to www.yhuaf.org.uk




Summary of the 2009
European election results

Two BNP MEPs were elected: Andrew
Brons in Yorkshire & the Humber

® Labour (second seat) 115,004%2
(extra 10,269 votes required)

® Green (first seat) 104,456 (extra

Table 1 — National results

15,683 votes required)

® UKIP (second seat) 106,875 (extra
26,528 votes required)

and Nick Griffin in the North West. Region Target % to win | Actual 2009 | Actual 2004 Actual
The BNP polled 943,598 votes (6.2%) in‘09 % % 1999 %
across Britain on a turnout of 34.5% Yorkshire & the Humber 9.4% 9.8% 8.0% 1.2%
— the largest ever vote for a fascist North West 7.9% 8.0% 6.4% 1.3%
party in British elections. In 2004 West Midlands 10.6% 8.6% 7.5% 1.7%
they polled 808,200 votes (4.9%) North East 17.6% 8.9% 6.4% 0.9%
across Britain on a turnout of 37.9%. East Midlands 19.3% 7% 5% 3%
In Yorkshire & the Humber, the BNP
polled 120,139 votes (9.8%). In 2004 East of England 9.8% 6.1% 4.3% 0.9%
they polled 126,538 (8.0%). Wales 12.8% >4% 3.0%
The BNP narrowly won the last London 2-1% 4.9% 4.0% 16%
(sixth) seat for Yorkshire & the South East 7.1% 4.4% 2.9% 0.8%
Humber: South West 10.1% 3.9% 3.0% 0.9%
® BNP (first seat) 120,139 Scotland 10.4% 2.5% 1.7% 0.4%
Table 2 - Yorkshire & Humber
BNP 2009 BNP 2004 Change 2004 > 2009
Council Votes % | Turnout Votes % | Turnout Votes % | Turnout
Barnsley 8,543 16.7% 29.7% 5,108 7.9% 37.4% 3,435 8.8% -7.7%
Bradford 10,330 9.4% 33.4% 15,925 10.2% 47.3% -5,595 0.8% -13.9%
Calderdale 4,709 10.1% 33.5% 7,706 11.5% 48.4% -2,997 1.3% -14.9%
Craven 1,132 6.2% 42.5% 1,530 7.1% 50.6% -398 0.9% -8.0%
Doncaster 8,921 11.8% 35.1% 6,697 8.1% 38.4% 2,224 3.7% -3.3%
East Riding 5,729 6.9% 32.3% 6,191 5.8% 42.0% -462 1.2% -9.7%
Hambleton 1,228 4.5% 40.2% 1,050 3.3% 46.3% 178 1.2% -6.1%
Harrogate 1,887 4.1% 40.0% 1,861 3.4% 47.3% 26 0.7% -7.3%
Hull 3,715 10.1% 20.3% 5,351 8.5% 34.8% -1,636 1.6% -14.5%
Kirklees 11,626 11.4% 35.7% 17,144 12.4% 48.6% 5,518 1.0% -12.9%
Leeds 17,375 10.0% 33.4% 15,048 6.9% 41.9% 2,327 3.1% -8.5%
NE Lincs 2,832 9.4% 25.8% 3,468 8.0% 36.7% -636 1.3% -10.9%
North Lincs 3,026 8.3% 30.2% 2,805 6.6% 35.2% 221 1.7% -5.0%
Richmondshire 698 5.0% 40.3% 652 4.2% 45.1% 46 0.8% -4.8%
Rotherham 9,695 15.4% 34.2% 6,875 9.2% 40.5% 2,820 6.2% -6.3%
Ryedale 882 5.4% 40.2% 596 3.2% 45.3% 286 2.2% -5.1%
Scarborough 1,910 6.4% 36.1% 1,892 5.0% 45.9% 18 1.4% -9.8%
Selby 1,846 7.9% 39.1% 1,520 6.4% 39.8% 326 1.5% -0.8%
Sheffield 12,607 10.0% 33.9% 13,029 8.2% 42.9% -422 1.8% -8.9%
Wakefield 9,108 13.2% 28.1% 10,126 10.6% 39.0% -1,018 2.6% -10.8%
York 2,340 4.9% 34.5% 1,964 3.4% 41.6% 376 1.5% -7.2%
Total 120,139 9.8% 33.0% 126,538 8.0% 42.3% -6,399 1.8% -9.3%

Support Yorkshire & the Humber

Unite Against Fascism
YHUAF c/o PO Box 3456
SHEFFIELD S5 7YY

Tel:077 821 49645
Email: info@yhuaf.org.uk
Web: www.yhuaf.org.uk

Unite Against Fascism has local groups and affiliates
throughout the region, including: Barnsley, Bradford,
Calderdale, Doncaster, Kirklees, Hull, Keighley, Leeds,
Rotherham, Scarborough, Scunthorpe, Sheffield,
Wakefield and York.

If you wish to contact your local group please log on

to wwwyhuaf.org.uk for details.

UAF can also provide speakers and campaign
materials for labour movement organisations, as well

as faith & community groups.
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